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The report can be viewed 
on the Rebuild Iowa Office 
Web site at http://
www.rio.iowa.gov/
resources/reports.html. 

The report is listed under 
“Other Reports” near the 
bottom of the page. 

2008 disasters in ways that 
increase economic 
opportunity, protect 
environmental resources 
and improve quality of life.  

Sixteen Iowa Smart 
Planning recommendations 
were submitted in the Task 
Force’s report, which were 
grouped into five 
categories: 

1. State-Level Coordination, 

2. Regional Planning 
Framework, 

3. Financial Incentives and 
Technical Assistance, 

4. Watershed Planning and 
Implementation, 

5. State Code Consistency. 

Recommendations made 
by the Smart Planning 
Task Force were detailed 
for the Rebuild Iowa 
Coordinating Council 
during a meeting in Des 
Moines on Nov. 16.   

The Iowa Smart Planning 
Task Force was created by 
Senate File 2389 during 
the 2010 Legislative 
session and will be in 
existence through Dec. 31, 
2012. The Task Force was 
charged with developing 
recommendations to 
effectively and efficiently 
implement the Smart 
Planning bill. Smart 
Planning is meant to 
improve community 
resiliency following the 

Safer ,  St ronger ,  
Smarter  

Iowans impacted by the 
2010 floods may be 
eligible for financial 
assistance through the 
state’s “Iowans Helping 
Iowans” Unmet Needs 
Disaster Assistance 
program. The program 
provides up to $2,500 per 
household to help pay for 
losses or expenses from 
this year’s disasters which 
have not yet been covered 
by other forms of 
assistance. 

The Unmet Needs 
Disaster Assistance 

Publ ished by  
the  Rebui ld  Iowa Of f ice  

have received money from 
FEMA in order to qualify. 
The grants are available to 
families with household 
incomes equal to or less 
than 300 percent of the 
federal poverty level. The 
grants will help low- to 
moderate-income 
households obtain items or 
pay the cost of a service 
not already paid with 
assistance from insurance, 
charity or government 
programs.  

(Continued on page 4) 

program provides grants for 
unreimbursed expenses for 
personal property, home 
repair, food assistance, 
child care and temporary 
housing. The grants are 
designed to help cover 
unmet needs in counties 
declared presidential 
disaster areas for Individual 
Assistance between June 1 
and Aug. 31, 2010.   

Applicants must have 
applied for FEMA 
assistance and have a 
FEMA number. However, 
applicants do not need to 
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natural disasters, the Task Force 
settled upon several 
recommendations for disaster 
response as it affects business in 
Iowa, and those recommendations 
are contained in the report. 

Task Force Chairman Jim 
Heckmann, a task force appointee 
representing Iowa’s Small Business 
Development Centers, said the 16 
task force members put a lot of time 
and effort into the report. “We believe 

these recommendations will assist 
Iowa’s legislators in making sound 
decisions about how to better assist 
businesses following a major Iowa 
disaster.” 

The report can be viewed on the 
Rebuild Iowa Office Web site at http://
www.rio.iowa.gov/resources/
reports.html. The report is listed under 
“Other Reports” near the bottom of the 
page. 

Most Iowans know recovery work 
continues on the disasters Iowa 
suffered in 2008 and 2010. 
However, many may not realize 
there is a Recovery Center staffed 
by Iowa Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management (HSEMD) 
and Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) 
workers that continues to operate in 
Urbandale. 

Flooding and storms in the summer 
of 2008 turned out to be the worst 
disaster in Iowa history and among 
the top 10 disasters ever to occur in 
the United States in terms of 
damage to public infrastructure with 
$1.2 billion currently allocated in 
Public Assistance funds for repair 
and replacement. Eighty-five of 99 
counties were presidentially 
declared disaster areas which 
made the Public Assistance funds 
available under the Stafford Act. 

Paying out funds for recovery 
projects can go on for a number of 
years following a disaster. And 
while FEMA brought in nearly 1,400 
workers during the peak disaster 
recovery effort in 2008, the number 
of FEMA workers dealing with 2008 
disaster projects is down to 
approximately 206 workers and 
continues to decline. Additionally, 
HSEMD currently has 95 workers 
dedicated to the disasters. 

Business Case Management Task Force Submits Recommendations 

Members of the Business Disaster 
Case Management Task Force 
recently submitted 
recommendations on how best to 
provide assistance to businesses 
following a disaster to the Governor 
and Iowa Legislature. 

The Task Force met five times 
between July 13 and Nov. 2. After 
reviewing the experiences of 
businesses and various service 
providers relating to the 2008 

“As FEMA ramps down, they pass 
the recovery work that is continuing 
on to us,” said Pat Hall, HSEMD’s 
state coordinating officer. “That 
means more people are needed in 
our office to see that recovery 
continues to progress efficiently until 
projects are completed for all the 
disaster declarations.” 

There are currently 13,000 
infrastructure projects in the works or 
planned just from the 2008 disaster 
alone. 

In addition to the 2008 and 2010 
disasters, Iowa received presidential 
disaster declarations in 2007 and 
2009, contributing to the current 
recovery work that is being handled 
by HSEMD: 

2007: Three declarations which 

involved an ice storm and two 
flooding events 

2008: Two declarations, one for 

an ice storm in January and the 
second for damage caused by 
tornadoes and floods 

2009: One declaration for a 

severe wind storm 

2010: Four declarations related 

to snow storms, ice storms and 
two based on flood damages 

 

Hall noted the unusual condition of 
having at least one presidential 
disaster declaration in every county in 
Iowa. Money flowing through the Iowa 
Recovery Center for the 10 disaster 
declarations totals more than $1.6 
billion. 

Hall said he does not know for sure 
how many years it will take to close out 
all the projects needed to recover from 
the 10 disasters, but he has a budget 
planned out for the next five years. 

Not only is HSEMD working diligently 
on recovery projects, they also 
manage funds every year which pay 
for projects that lessen the effects of 
future disasters. These projects 
include such items as safe rooms 
designed to protect people from high 
wind events. In Iowa, a number of safe 
rooms have been funded and are built 
into new school construction, as well 
as other buildings. 

HSEMD Administrator Dave Miller 
wants Iowans to know how dedicated 
the HSEMD team is to recovery and 
safety. “It is important to note that at 
the same time we are assisting Iowa in 
recovering from natural disasters, we 
are also helping protect the people of 
Iowa into the future,” he said. 

The Iowa Recovery Center will be 
moving to West Des Moines in 
December. 

State, FEMA Iowa Recovery Center Now Handling 10 Different Disasters 
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“We are very 

thankful for the 

EDA’s support in 

creating the 

Rebuild Iowa 

Office and 

helping the state 

recover. Their 

partnership has 

allowed Iowa to 

be seen as a 

leader in disaster 

recovery.” 

-Lt. Gen. Ron Dardis, 

RIO Executive Director 

obtaining public and expert input, and 
enacting policy and legislative changes. 
The report also provides updates on 10 
goal areas vital to the state’s recovery 
effort: housing recovery; business and 
workforce recovery; infrastructure 
investments; individual services and 
guidance; local economic recovery; 
Smart Planning; statewide disaster 
mitigation; floodplain and watershed 
management; floodplain mapping; and 
quality of life. All of the reports can be 
accessed by visiting the Office's Web site 
at www.rio.iowa.gov.   

"We are very thankful for the EDA's 
financial support in creating the Rebuild 
Iowa Office and helping the state 
recover," said Lt. General Ron Dardis, 
Executive Director for the Office. "Their 
partnership has allowed Iowa to be seen 
as a leader in disaster recovery. The 
Rebuild Iowa Office is being nationally-
recognized as a model for other states to 
follow and many of the assistance 
programs we've established in Iowa are 
being replicated by other states, like 
Texas and Alaska, due to their success." 

The Rebuild Iowa Office will sunset on 
June 30, 2011. The majority of the 
Office's remaining activities will continue 
to be funded through federal Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds 
until that time. 

The EDA's mission is to lead federal 
economic development by promoting 
innovation and competitiveness, 
preparing American regions for growth 
and success in the worldwide 
economy. The EDA implements this 
mission by making strategic investments 
in the nation's most economically 
distressed communities that encourage 
private sector collaboration and creation 
of higher skill, higher wage jobs. The 
EDA's investments are results-driven, 
embracing the principles of technological 
innovation, entrepreneurship and 
regional development. 

A $3 million grant awarded to Iowa in 
2008 from the U.S. Dept. of Commerce's 
Economic Development Administration 
(EDA) has successfully funded disaster 
recovery planning activities. The grant 
was issued to assist the state's mission to 
rebuild safer, smarter and stronger after 
Iowa's worst natural disasters. The grant 
was used to establish the Rebuild Iowa 
Office in 2008 and then develop a state 
disaster economic recovery plan. The 
funding supported the Office's strategic 
planning activities through Oct. 31, 2010. 

"This is the first time EDA has awarded 
assistance of this magnitude to allow a 
severely impacted state to produce and 
implement a coordinated statewide 
disaster recovery plan," said EDA’s 
Denver Regional Director Robert 
Olson. "EDA is delighted to see the 
amazing progress that has been made in 
Iowa’s economic recovery from the 
devastating floods and storms of 2008." 

The EDA grant was used to assess the 
impact of the 2008 disasters and then 
develop a state economic recovery 
strategy. 

During the last two years, the grant has 
helped fund an economic impact study by 
an Iowa State University professor, create 
the Rebuild Iowa Advisory 
Commission (RIAC) and its various Task 
Forces to look at the disasters' impact on 
housing, small business, infrastructure, 
agriculture and individuals, and hold 
public outreach activities in communities 
across Iowa to support disaster recovery 
visioning and planning. 

Since receiving the grant, the Rebuild 
Iowa Office has issued Quarterly Reports 
to the EDA detailing recovery progress at 
the local, state and federal level. 

The RIO’s final Economic Recovery Plan 
details five economic recovery strategies 
which include obtaining and expediting 
disaster recovery funding, identifying and 
quantifying the impact of the disasters, 
outlining public outreach and assistance, 

$3 Million EDA Grant Successfully Funds Disaster 

Recovery in Iowa 

http://www.rio.iowa.gov/


Federal and state disaster funds 
promised to Iowa now top $4.3 billion. 

Of that total, the amount approved for 
state or local use on public assistance 
projects now exceeds $1 billion. Public 
assistance projects encompass public 
infrastructure such as roads, bridges and 
government buildings – owned and 
maintained by governmental bodies or 
agencies from cities and counties to state 
government. 

It is important to note that federal funds 

allocated for recovery efforts, such as buy-
outs, infrastructure and public assistance 
projects, are still in the process of being 
spent. These programs typically operate on 
a reimbursement basis, resulting in a gap 
between “spent” and “approved” funds. As 
projects are completed, money will be 
reimbursed to the homeowner, business, 
community or entity, which will then be 
reflected in the “spent” column. 

Charts detailing the movement of 2008 
disaster recovery dollars can be found at 
www.rio.iowa.gov/funds.html. 

RE BUIL D I OW A OFF ICE  

 
Wallace State Office Building 
502 E. Ninth Street 
Des Moines, IA 50319 

Phone: 515.242.5004 
Toll-free: 866.849.0323 
E-mail: contact@rio.iowa.gov 

www.rio.iowa.gov 

The Rebuild Iowa Office 

is tasked with ensuring 

that the state rebuilds 

safer, stronger and 

smarter than before the 

2008 disasters. The RIO 

is supported by a 

professional staff made 

up of existing state 

employees and hired   

full-time staff to allow it 

to achieve its mission, 

vision, goals and 

objectives. Throughout 

its initiatives, the RIO is 

committed to a recovery 

and rebuilding process 

that is fair and equitable 

to everyone. 

The Rebuild Iowa Office 

Clip & Save... 

Rebuild Iowa Office (www.rio.iowa.gov)    866.849.0323 

Ticket to Hope crisis counseling  (www.tickettohope.org)  800.447.1985 (the Iowa Concern Hotline) 

Iowa Mortgage Help (www.IowaMortgageHelp.com)  877.622.4866 

National Flood Insurance Program (www.floodsmart.gov)  888.379.9531         

Federal Emergency Management Agency (www.fema.gov)  800.621.FEMA (3362) 

 TTY for hearing/speech impaired   800.462.7585 

U.S. Small Business Administration (www.sba.gov)  800.659.2955 

Iowa Disaster Recovery Contacts 
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The Rebuild Iowa Office (RIO) has been 
working with the Iowa Department of 
Human Services and the Iowa Homeland 
Security and Emergency Management 
Division to assist in coordinating 2010 
individual assistance disaster recovery 
programs. While the RIO does not take 
an active role in administering the funding 
of these programs, the RIO has been 
asked to provide information for Iowans 
seeking assistance for their 2010 disaster
-related needs. 

To best assist, the RIO has compiled an 
“Iowa Individual Assistance Program 
Guide” which lists the most common 
individual assistance programs available 
to Iowans affected by the 2010 floods. 

The guide can be found at 
www.rio.iowa.gov/2010/2010_Individual_A
ssistance_Programs.pdf. 

Individuals wanting to apply for individual 
unmet needs or housing assistance can 
find the organization administering the 
program in their area by visiting 
www.rio.iowa.gov/2010/index.html, and 
clicking on the county in which they reside. 

In August, the "Iowans Helping Iowans" 
program was created by Governor Chet 
Culver to provide housing, small business 
and unmet needs assistance to those who 
suffered losses in the 2010 floods. For 
additional information on all Iowans 
Helping Iowans programs, visit 
www.IowanshelpingIowans.com.  

2010 FLOODS (continued from page 1) 

2008 Disaster Funding Update 
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